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LIEUTENANT FEILER: Today's date is October 


10th, 2001. The time now is 0835 hours. This is 


Lieutenant Monty Feiler of the Fire Department of the 


City of New York, Investigations and Trials. I'm 


conducting an interview with the following individual: 


Q. Please state your name, rank and command. 


A. Richard Erdey, EMTD, Shield No. 1569. 


Q. Of the New York City Fire Department, 


Battalion 52, regarding the events of September 11th, 
2001. Also present is: 
MS. QUEVEDO: Investigator Fabiola Quevedo of 
the Bureau of Investigations and Trials. 
Q. What I need you to do, sir, is just give me a 
scenario of how you first became involved in the events 


of September llth, where you were and how you 


responded. 
A. I was standing there at the battalion and 
they were calling a series of people to the job. The 


night tour was about to get off. They called 52 Boy. 


So I said, if Soraya don't come here in one minute, you 


guys are going out today, and this was only when the 


first tower was hit. I said you'll spend at least 24 


hours there easy, so that's a few hundred dollars, no 


problem. 


So Solano pulled up. I said the World Trade 


Center was hit by a plane. She jumped in, got 


everything real quick, jumped in the vehicle and we 


went. 


know 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Did you partner with Solano? 
No, no. 


And the two people that you relieved, do you 


their names? 


A. 


Q. 


Rebecca Bird and Jim Horan. 

Did they respond, as far as you know? 
No. 

You were driving or teching? 

Teching. 

How did you get there? 

By ambulance No. 377. 


What route did you take? 


call, 


Q. 


About what time was this? 

8:59. 

So the first plane had just hit? 
Yes. 


When you were originally assigned to the 


was this on -- which frequency was it? 
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A. Queens 2. 

QO. That's east? 

A. Queens east. 

Q. Did they give you any direction? 

A. No. 

Q. They just told you to go down to the World 
Trade Center? 

A. That's right. 

Q. You don't recall what route you took? 


A. No, I don't. 

on When you were entering Manhattan, did you see 
the skyline? 

A. Yes. 

Q's What did you see? 

A. We saw the Twin Towers. I couldn't tell both 
towers were hit because the way the wind was blowing. 
But as we got closer, I saw both towers were hit and I 


said this is definitely no accident. But I didn't know 


another plane hit the other tower. 


Q. You saw both buildings were still standing at 
that time? 


A. Yes. 


QO. Do you remember, were you still in Queens or 


in Manhattan when you saw that? 
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A. No. 
Q. Then what happened? 
A. We continued to drive down there. There was 
a New York Presbyterian bus in front of us. As we were 


going down there, he came out a few times because it 


was stop-and-go traffic because the other two lanes 


were blocked with civilian cars. So we were discussing 


the best route to go to. I memorized his number, this 
way I'd know who he was. 

Q. Which was that? 

A. Right now I don't have it in my head. I 
tried to sweep most of the stuff away. 

Q. Okay. 

A. We rode down there. Then I had the idea, 
because I see cars were trying to jump in between us, 


so I got on the PA and I told people stay in your lane, 


this is for emergency vehicles only, because nobody 


else seemed to be doing that. Everybody was headed 
towards one focus. 


Q. Were you on a highway at that point? 


A. We definitely were on a highway. 


QO. You were still on the Queens frequency? 
A. No. I think it changed to Citywide. I don't 


know when they told us to change to Manhattan south, 


but we were on Citywide. 

Q. How long do you think it took you to get down 
to the World Trade Center? 

A. No concept of time. 


Q. When you arrived down at the general 


vicinity, do you know where you stopped initially, what 


street you were at or proximity to the buildings? 


A. I was told by Engine 216 we were at the 


tower. 

On Tower 1 or Tower 2? The south tower or the 
north tower? 

A. I believe the first tower that fell because 
they said that we were one minute away when the tower 
fell. 

Q. Okay. 

A. Wherever Daniel Suhr was hit by that body, 
that's where we were. 


Q. Who was that? 


A. That was the fireman from Engine 216, 


probably the first casualty, the first known casualty, 


because Dr. Kelly was in that ambulance and a medic was 
in the ambulance with us. 
QO. Do you know who the medic was? 


A. I have no idea. 
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Q. On-duty FDNY medic or -- 

A. I have no idea. 

QO. How did you come into contact with that 
firefighter? Do you remember th vents surrounding 
that? 

A. I'm sitting there and I was amazed with this 


vehicle that was half there and half disintegrated and, 


you know, you're in amazement. I didn't see the body 
parts. Somehow my mind blocked that out. But my 
partner said she saw body parts. So we hear over the 


air that a fireman is in cardiac arrest. You hear it. 


You don't know where. I'm not a big traveler in 
Manhattan. So I looked around and I'm not seeing a 
fireman in arrest. So I ran around -- and you've got 


to understand now, even though it's sunny, there's 
black at the bottom. So I had no clue we were at the 
tower. 

So this fireman turns around, yo, yo, and 
he's waving. The ambulance behind us could have pulled 
out and went over to him. I guess they're so intent on 
going straight. So I had to back up, go over, go up 


and over the divide. Then we got to this yellow 


barrier. I said go through. She went through. We 


went under the scaffolding. So whatever tower had 


scaffolding, unless both of them did. 


This photographer is there. I'll tell you 


one photographer probably didn't make it because that 


one definitely would have made the news because he was 
right in the guy's face. Firemen are very quick to not 
let you treat, just run. So they're running ahead of 


us with us going, and we finally get in the ambulance 
and we're doing all that we can. Dr. Kelly came in, 
who I didn't know it was Dr. Kelly at the time, but I 
knew she was from BHS. She looked familiar. But I'm 
not going to say, hey, you look familiar, not at a time 
like that. A medic walked in, so I just did 
compressions. They were trying to get an airway. All 
of a sudden they looked at each other, couldn't get an 
airway, and she said transport. 

Now, I know the way they looked at each other 
he wasn't going to make it. He didn't make it. He's 
dead. His neck was snapped. Anybody hit with a body 


from 70 stories up. So you're not going to tell a 


bunch of firemen, this guy is dead, we're not 


transporting him. So we transported him. 
Q. Did anybody accompany you? 
A. Two firemen. 


Q. Do you know who they were, their names or 
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what company? 

A. No. Solano wrote one name down. They're 
both from Engine 216. 

QO. Okay. 

A. They kept yelling, Danny, Danny, Danny. I 
said suction. I think it was brains coming out of his 
nose I'm pretty sure. You could tell his neck was 
snapped becaus very time you hit a bump, a head don't 


have that type of movement. 


Q. Right. 
A. So the kid was staring at us. Now, I know 
from watching my father die and even during -- my 


father died right after I got this job, the day after I 
got the job. Images burn in my head. Sometimes they 
play with my head. So the way they were staring into 
him, I said, look. I'm saying should I tell them? 


Should I not tell them? How can I tell them 


tactfully? So I said, look, we're doing the CPR for 


that small glimmer of hope, but I'll tell you what 


they're going to do. They're going to call it at the 


hospital. Please stop staring at him. You're going to 


burn this image in your head. I want you to remember a 


better image. At first they didn't want to believe -- 


not that they argued, but you could tell. 
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Q. Right. 
A. Then they started saying he has a daughter of 
two. I just said continue CPR, continue suction. The 
other guy took over compressions for me. I mean, even 


though it was a short ride, it felt like the longest 


ride. We got to the hospital. A priest looked at me. 


I said give him last rights. They gave him last rights 


and they called it. 


Now, I told the firemen on the ride there 
that, if they happen to call it while they're still 
there, don't start staring, though it's tempting. 
You're going to burn that image in your head, too, and 
that's now how you want to remember Danny. So after he 


called last rights, I turned and I saw the two firemen 


standing there. I turned around and kind of pushed 
them out. 

Q. What hospital did you go to? 

A. I believe it's Bellevue. 

QO. What did you do after that? 

A. My partner had to take the truck because they 
didn't want any trucks there at triage. So now I was 
cut off from Solano. So I got the two firemen out of 


there. I wanted to make sure they were mentally okay 


because I don't know if they're going back or what's 
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going on. Their brother just died. I know if my 


partner just died, I'd be mentally all whatever. 


Q. Right? 

A. So I made sure they got out of there and I 
said, doc, make sure that they don't because th 
dude was messed up. He got hit with a body. So I went 


back out, I walked around, reporters are shooting with 


their cameras, and I said to this Metro Care ambulance, 


you seen my partner, a little Hispanic girl? Oh, she 


left. 


out of 


I thought, oh, no. I thought they chased her 


the whole place. So I saw another FDNY 


ambulance, they brought people out, and I says, I think 


my partner left. I'm going with you guys because I 


want to go back in, there's more help to do. Just as I 


was waiting for them, my partner grabbed me. She was 


around 


the other side cleaning because the thing was 


full of blood now. We're not going to pick up more 


patients when we're full of blood and the suction is 


full and all. 


Q. 


point, 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Now, the EMTs that you ran into at that 


do you know who they were? Fire Department EMS? 


They were Fire Department EMS. 


You went back to the scene after that? 


We went back. As we're driving up into the 
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gray, I saw the black. Well, as we were driving back, 
I'm looking -- oh, let me bring it back. As we were 
there, whatever battalion is at Bellevue said you're 
taking a volunteer with you. I said I have no problem 
taking a volunteer. I just want you to know this could 
be their last ride. We're not going to go pussyfooting 
around. We're going back in. 


Because I already made a joke to my partner 
because I have military training, I was a peace officer 
for York College, and even though it was a rent-a-cop 
type of outfit, they had very highly -- police and 
other people, people at the Olympics where they had the 
bombing. They told us there's always secondary 
devices. When we were coming to this area, I said to 


my partner, we'll never feel it. The underground will 


blow up from us and we'll be dead. Because nobody's 
counting on a secondary device, and whatever bonehead 


had us lined up around the World Trade Center, after 


hindsight, 20/20, that ain't too bright either becaus 


there's usually a secondary device. The Olympics 


showed that in Atlanta. Most bombings show that. 


There's always something for the people and then, when 


everybody comes rushing in, there's a little something 


extra. But we didn't expect that the building was 
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going to be the something extra. So I was realistic. 
So it happened to be the volunteer happened 
to be a nun, who was older, and I said to her, look. 
You understand, ma'am, we might not come back from 
this. Oh, I understand. I said, no, I'm serious. We 
could die. I said, and you're a volunteer. At least 


my wife gets a little cash, goes back to Brazil, makes 


a hundred grand because she now knows English. I said, 
but you've got to understand that there could be 
something lost. 

I don't know if we picked up another 
volunteer on the first time going in or the second time 
because we went in twice. It was a white dude, he was 
young, he could have had children but he said no, and I 
told him the same thing. Any volunteers I picked up, I 
told them this could be their last ride. Now, from 
that point we cleaned up, we went back, we took our 
volunteers. 

QO. Do you know their names? 

A. Nope. Names to me weren't important. I was 
just -- I call it the zone. When I'm doing work, it's 
the zone. If I had five patients, I'm in the zone for 
five patients. If you want to come behind me and take 


a potshot, you could very well do it, and most times 
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you couldn't. I'm in the zone for those five patients 
and I do my work. So when I'm in the zone, too, all 


right, I'm going to pick up casualties, that's all I'm 


going to do. So there could be a hundred people on my 


bus, they could all be celebrities, that doesn't mean 


jack to me at that point. 


Q. When you returned back to the scene, wher 


did you go? Where were you directed to? 


A. Well, you know, they were giving us 
direction, but it was so damn gray and dark and you had 


to ride over this and that and ride around this because 


cars stopped in the middle, and ————— rel 
PO So, you know, she did her best. I'm very 


honest with you. I mean, I look at this now, it's very 
big and nice. But those little maps, especially when 
it's bumpy, I don't even try and, you know, I'm full of 
amazement, like wow. In my mind, I'm dreaming and this 
didn't happen. 

So we rode down there and there was a big 
black area. I said, whatever you do, don't drive into 


the black area because if we get a flat tire we're 


useless to everyone. We could barely s where we ar 


now. She agreed that was a smart move. So we rode as 


close as we can when things are gray but clear, and 
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then out of the black comes this EMT from the Fire 


Department. I wish I knew his name because he's alive, 


and I remember his face, and there's only two EMTs that 


died. He came out with his orange helmet, eyes wer 
red, and I said, dude, what are you doing here? I saw 
private ambulances. I didn't see a Fire Department 
ambulance. He said, I'm looking for my father. I 
said, where's your father? He said, in the World Trade 
Center. 

So I told him to get in the ambulance because 
he was still susceptible to orders. He wasn't ina 
denial/agitation stage. So I had him back there and I 
figured the nun -- I said to him there's a nun back 
here who's an EMT would talk to him. She talks to 
people for her life day in and day out. So our 


survivor is back there and we're picking up old people 


and stragglers, people that couldn't breathe, peopl 


that couldn't make it to the ferry. Because a block or 


two away was the ferry, and if you got to the ferry, 


you could see the water, sky blue and everything was 


beautiful. It was on the corner. I forgot which ferry 


it was. Solano would know. I got on the PA and I said 


-- because walking around was senseless because peopl 


had shields, you don't know who was a patient, who was 
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a cop. I said, anybody that needs medical attention, 
come this way. 


Then I went to a grocery store and they 


opened the doors because the power was out and I said, 


I need water, because I had and old cup. I grabbed a 


jug of water and I said, I'm not buying it, I'm taking 
it. No, I understand. Because it was for a patient. 


It wasn't for me. So I gave her water. I came back in 


there and I said where's the EMT? Gone. I was furious 
because now he went back in there. I wish I knew his 
name. 

Q. Do you know where he was from, what 
battalion? What was the status of the buildings at 


that point? 


A. They're gone. 

Q. Did you see them collapse? 

A. No. Somebody said a tower collapsed while we 
were cleaning up. I'm thinking, what's he talking 


about? On our ride back down there, I'm looking and I 


said, wow, it's really on fire now. I'm looking and I 


said, not for nothing, but I think the World Trade 


Center is down. I said, I'll tell you when I get up to 


the New York Telephone building. I looked again and I 


says it's down because my eyes watered up and I turned 
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back to the window and I said, sister, if you look to 


your left, that's where the World Trade Center used to 


be, and she says you're kidding me. 


QO. Did it look like one had collapsed or both of 
them? 

A. They were both gone. Both of them. 

Q. Do you know what time about that was? 

A. We didn't even know that we were one minute 
from the tower collapsing if it wasn't for that engine 


company telling us. We went to the engine company to 
get closure, to 216. It's funny how people need 
closure. I especially need closure. We needed closure 
and we went down there and we brought flowers to Quinn, 
to them, and to 49 for Carlos, and one of the guys was 
there and he said, I recognize your voice. The other 
guy was there and he goes, you know, we talked about 
you guys for four days. So they talked about us and we 


talked about them. So we said, what happened? Well, 


he got hit with a body, which we already knew, and he 


said, he saved us. I spoke to Ken Fried, who was not 


there, but I was speaking to him on-line and I asked to 
make sure all my brothers who went to the Fire side 


were alive. I said I picked up the guy who got hit 


with the body, and he said, oh, that's Danny Suhr. So 
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that's how I found out his name. 


QO. Who is Ken? 
A. Ken Fried. He's a fireman. He was not there 
at that time, but he's on the Fire side. I had five or 


six people who I was partners with that went to be 
firemen. 
Q. Oh, okay. 


A. So I wanted to know if they all lived, so 


every time I saw a name on-line, are you there? You 
know, it could be their father or their mother. So 
that's how I found out the fireman's name. I also 
found out that Ken's father came from Engine 216, so 
that's how they knew the fireman. He told us that he 
didn't save just you, he saved the battalion, that fire 
engine company. I was like wow. So when we went down 
there, that same day the picture of him was in the 


Post. I said, that was him. They saw us, we spoke, we 


found out from Engine 216, from those two young guys, 
we were one minute away from, I believe that tower, and 
he saved that company because they all followed us, 
which I didn't know. The cop who escorted us knows. I 
don't know if you were there, but that was some caravan 
that was in the way. 


Before that you asked me about the New York 


Presbyterian ambulance and the number. I don't 


the number. I have 
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have 


it written down at home. But I 


called up New York Presbyterian. I said tell me 


happened to number so-and-so. I can't think of 


number. They said, 


the people, becaus 


what 


the 


I can't tell you what happened to 


I asked what happened to the 


people. I told them who I was. I said, I'm EMT 


Erdey 


from the Fire Depart 


number in case I met 


talk to us. Please 


tment. I was memorizing thei 


t up with them. They came ou 


tell me about those people. 


can't tell you about those people. All right. 


said, then listen to what I'm saying. Don't tel 


na 


EO 


I 


so I 


1 me 


about the people; tell me about the ambulance itself. 


How is ambulance such-and-such number? It was t 
numbers. She said, I can't tell you about the p 
I said, no, listen to what I'm saying. Tell me 


the ambulance. She 


said the ambulance disintegr 


hree 
eople. 
about 


ated. 


ney) I saw a New York Presbyterian ambulance. 


have to know about it. If you want the number, 


leave me your number and I'll call you. Okay. 


said what happened to this number? Oh, well, th 


Now I 


you 


But I 


ose two 
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people, one put on his helmet, crashed through the 
window, broke both his legs, and the other one ran over 
him to get inside. They both lived. I gave that dude 


my number to give to that dude who was driving because 


that's the dude that came out, and I said, please have 
that dude call me. Well, I never got a phone call from 
that dude. Otherwise I'd have the name for you. But 
those two guys lived. Those two guys you might want to 


speak to because both his legs got broke. He was there 
and stayed there. But he hasn't called me. 

I'm kind of pissed I didn't get that guy's 
name, who came out of that smoke. If there's one image 
that's burned through my head, it's Danny with his 
teeth loose and that kid coming out of the black smoke. 

Q. Is there anything else that you recall? 


A. No. 


LIEUTENANT FEILER: Okay. We'll conclude the 


interview. I want to thank you for the time and your 
participation in this event. It's really, really 
important. The time now is 0857 hours and we'll 


conclude the interview. 


